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Dear professors, distinguished guests,
and fellow students,

My name is Micol Mascia, and | am a
Finance student from ltaly. In 2022, | left
my country—-my home, my friends, and
my family. Each of you sitting here today
made a similar choice. We left the comfort
of our hometowns, our home countries, to
invest in something greater: in ourselves,
in our education, and in our future. That
decision, that courage, already says so
much about who we are.

Thinking back on my journey at PHBS,
| see how much knowledge and con-
fidence I've gained along the way. But it
is not just about lectures or textbooks. It
is about growth: personal, cultural, and
emotional. What I've found is more than
just a school; I've found a community.

From the very beginning, | drew in-
credible strength from my classmates.
Little by little, we started sharing more
than just classrooms. We shared our
stories, our cultures, and our daily lives.
| will never forget the late-night talks, the
last-minute study sessions, the dinners
with food from every corner of the world.
| still laugh when | remember discovering
what a rice cooker was, thanks to my
Malaysian friends.

ISSUE 30 -
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Moments that, at the time, felt small, but built meaning-
ful friendships that carried us through. We learned how
to listen, how to collaborate, and how to show up for
one another. We didn't just grow as students; we grew
as people. And somehow, through it all, we made it,
together.

Now, | won't pretend that living in China as a foreigner
is easy. There's the language we don't speak, traditions we
don't share, and, let's be honest, far too many apps and
mini-programs. But when you step in with respect and true
curiosity, you discover something powerful: belonging does
not need translation.

And one day, you look around and realize—even
though China may look different from everything you've
known—you're no longer just a foreigner. You're no longer
just an international student. You are proudly part of it.

And in that spirit, a heartfelt thank you to the Inter-
national Office, to incredible faculty, and to PHBS for
being the steady support behind us. PHBS has taught us
something far beyond academics. It taught us to question
what we thought we knew, to stay curious, and to keep
learning—wherever life may take us.

Many of us have already taken our first steps into the
professional world. During my internship in Luxembourg
last semester, when | joined Deloitte to analyze investment
funds, the theories we discussed in class suddenly
became real-world challenges. | learned that no matter
how much you study, the real world still has plenty to
teach you—and that's exciting.

Today may feel like a conclusion. But trust me, it is
not. Today is the beginning of a far greater journey.Thanks
to the knowledge we've gained, thanks to the incredible
faculty who guided us, we now carry all the tools we
need—to keep growing, to keep learning, to keep building
our own definition of success.

It's normal to feel a little lost at this point. But | always
remind myself: I'm lucky to feel this way. It means the
world is wide open. It means we have choices, possibilities,
and the responsibility to dream even bigger than before.

In 2025-:- | left to grow. And now, | know how to keep
going.

Thank you. &
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